BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

brings us to the door of His Palace, but the giving of alms
procures admission?35

Suiting action to pious hope, Rumi tossed on to the
road a few insignificant coins. The beggars transferred their
attention to the D.P. who, determined to have a front seat
in Paradise, nearly caused a riot by handing a small note
to the most persistent and voluble among them, who
poured a stream of conventional blessings upon our heads.
Rumi, who had heard them many times before, translated
them for our benefit.

"The beautiful image of excellent bounty shall remain
fixed on the mirror of duration and perpetuity," the beggar
had said. "While time endures, and while the world
exists, the extent of this exalted gift shall remain an admired
picture in the mirror of memory. Submission to the fair
image of this conspicuous generosity shall be everlasting."

Just as well for the beggar that words and protestations
cost him nothing!
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